ADOPTED – AUGUST 24, 2021
AGENDA ITEM NO. 16

Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO ENDORSE DRAIN COMMISSIONER’S REQUEST FOR STATE AND FEDERAL COVID-19 RELIEF AND INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDS TO FUND THE MAINTENANCE AND IMPROVEMENTS TO MONTGOMERY DRAIN THAT ARE NECESSARY FOR PUBLIC HEALTH 

RESOLUTION #21 – 400
WHEREAS, on May 27, 2014, the Ingham County Board of Commissioners adopted Resolution #14-208, authorizing the filing of a petition with the Ingham County Drain Commissioner for maintenance and improvements to the Montgomery Drain and recognizing that said maintenance and improvements are necessary for the public health; and 

WHEREAS, the Montgomery Drain project, once completed, is estimated to eliminate the discharge of approximately 50,000 to 75,000 pounds of pollutants that enter the Red Cedar River on an annual basis; and

WHEREAS, after project delays COVID-19, the maintenance and improvements to the Montgomery Drain are currently being constructed; and

WHEREAS, the Montgomery Drain project has be adversely affected by the national labor and material shortages and resulting cost increases; and 

WHEREAS, due to the additional cost incurred as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the project requires approximately $10 million in additional funds to achieve near-elimination of the discharge of pollutants into the Red Cedar River, and to avoid further assessments to the local governmental units liable to pay for the drain and to their citizens; and 

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2021 the H.R. 1319 of the 117th Congress, also known as the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, became a law; and

WHEREAS, Subtitle M – Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds of the American Rescue Plan provides funding to metropolitan cities, nonentitlement units of local government, and counties to mitigate the fiscal effects stemming from the public health emergency with respect to the Coronavirus Disease (COVID–19); and

WHEREAS, under Section 603(c)(1)(D) of the American Rescue Plan, an eligible use of funds includes making necessary investments in water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, H.R. 3684 of the 117th Congress is currently being considered by the United States Senate and when signed into law will be known as the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act of 2021; and

WHEREAS, Section 223 of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, “Clean Water Infrastructure Resiliency and Sustainability Program”, contains provisions for funding of stormwater management by increasing watershed preservation and protection through the use of natural and engineered green infrastructure and the reclamation and reuse of stormwater; and

WHEREAS, the Montgomery Drain project includes the use of natural and engineered green infrastructure and the reclamation and reuse of stormwater; and 

WHEREAS, the national labor and material shortages and resulting cost increases have negatively affected the bids and other costs of the improvements to the Montgomery Drain and the Montgomery Drain Drainage Board’s ability to cost effectively construct the maintenance and improvements necessary for the public health of Ingham County.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners endorses and supports the Montgomery Drain Drainage Board’s request for state and federal funding under the American Rescue Plan and Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act to assist in the completion of maintenance and improvements to the Montgomery Drain that are necessary for the public health of Ingham County.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Stivers, Celentino, Grebner, Sebolt, Slaughter, Peña, Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  08/17/2021

FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Crenshaw, Polsdofer, Stivers, Schafer, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis     Approved  08/18/2021

